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in 9; 4 
if any man teach otherwiſe, 


words, oben the words of our 
Lord feſus Chriſt, and to 


the doctrine, which 15 accor- 


knowing nothing. 


s in theſe words is contained a de- 
4 7 ſcription of the chriſtian religion, of 
ts 22 its ſaving power and its divine au- 

wn thor; for a doctrine it is according to 
godlineſs, teaching wholſom words, even the 


words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo is there 


into which there go two remarkable ingredi- 
ents, pride and ignorance: They are proud, 


and conſent not to wholjom 


ding to zodlineſs, he 15 proud 


likewiſe given a character of its adverſaries, 
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be far unequal to that inexhauſtible theme: 
But I ſhall only conſider at preſent the ch 
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knowing nothing. A character, which if ge 
ven to theſe refiners upon reaſon by the oreat: 
eſt among men, would be reſented as the highs 


eſt indipnity ; neverthelefs this character mull BY 
be ſubmitted to by them, as true, being de. all 
clared by the ſpirit of truth, who cannot ez ..:-.+ 
and who neither values nor fears the reſent. 
ment of theſe his enemies, who will be found . 
lyars unto him. : 4 
This character then being true, as we 2 I : | 
* commanded to rebuke ſuch ſharply fo it wil op 
not be unuſeful in this infected age to take M 1.6 
fuller view of thoſe two bitter ingrodient, ot: 
common ſources of infidelity ; that ſo if we "If 
find the leaſt tincture thereof ariſing | in our er t. 
ſelyes, we may jn ſeaſon apply a cure; cr H 
we find it in others, as we too often do, ge. 31 
may, according to advice, mark ſuch, au 1 
. avoid them. 5 * 
We ſhall not at preſent enlarge upon tie ly n 
character of the chriſtian religion, a ſy ſtemof Ac 
wholſom and divine truths, ſpreading i its fr is ir 


ving health among all nations; which to ſpeak 
of, as the time would fail me, ſo if I Hale 
with the tongue of men and of angels, I ſnould 


racter of its agycriaries „ ſo remarkably ft 
RY down 


; if Errors 


goon in the text. They are I* proud. 2%, 
e onorant. 75% are proud, knowing nothing. 
igh. By the perſons, who conſent not to the 
mull 


wholſom words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 
ſhall underſtand nor only direct infidels, who 


vez reject them in general; but alſo thoſe here- 
i icks who diſpute his fundamental doctrines, 
2 


thoſe pillars upon which the chriſtian religion 
is built. For the attempts of theſe latter are 


Wo be looked upon as no other than thoſe of 
* blind gampſon, who ſhake with all their might 
idee main pillars, deſperately reſolying to take 
g tn vengeance on their enemies, though they 
\ bdemſelves are ſure to be cruſhed tagether un- 
u er the ruins. 

Ul! 


Now theſe, as we ſaid, are e out with 
a double character. And | 

is, They.are proud, or as he deſcribes the Col. 2. 18. 
lame elſewhere, Zhey are Puffed ap by a Fel. 
Uy mind. 
As ſpiritual pride is the woiſt in its kind, o | 
US it found in its higheſt degree in ſceptical 
men; for they ſet up their knowledge in op- 
poſition to the ſaving knowledge of God, they 
eject thoſe wholfom words, which are known 
to be the words not of man, but even of our 


Lord Jeſus . : 


LOW 


Wo e 
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In the controverſies about mere hum 
knowledge, in the oppoſitions of ſcience truly 
/ called, ſcepticiim or heterodoxy hath thi 
good appearance, that in theſe diſputes man 
only ſtrĩveth with man, ſetting up notion 4. 
gainſt notion, and ſcheme againſt ſcheme; n 
theſe the porſherd only ſtriveth with the po. 
Jherds of the earth. But when man contro. 
verts the fundamentals of the catholick faith, 
the unalterable ſcheme of divine truths, he in 
curs that dreadful woe, that he Hive with 

his maker. —_ 
Therefore when theſe men make inſure 
on againſt the governours of the Church with 
the ignominious titles of creed-makers, or at: 
bitrary impoſers of articles, or ſetters fortho 
ſtrange doctrines, and the like, that reply o 
Aofes is abundantly ſufficieit, why nurn 
ye againſt them? For they, as Moſes and 
Aaron were, are but God's miniſters; yea, 
woe is unto them if they preach not thole 
w holſom words which Chriſt ſpake, and pro- 
mulge thoſe Laws which he hath ordained in 
his Church. The murmurings then of all juch, 
whatever they give out, are not againſt the 
antient fathers, nor our late reformers; 10, 
their murmurings are not againſt man, vil 


againſt the Lord, 
put 


( 
But 
Of deg 
lerſtar 
pon | 


yord 


Weled. 


the tel 


Preſun 


poſſid 


be 
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ppof 
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Ground of Errors, &c. 5 
nan But now What pride is that, what in kind i 
y degree that tempts man to ſet up his un- 0 
th erlanding againſt him that made it; to ſer 1 
mu pon thoſe wholſom truths, which Chriſt the 9 
n 1 Mord of truth has affirmed, and morcover 9 
eld. as it were, with his own ſignet; Imean ? 
fu ee teſt of micacles, to fer upon theſe truths a id 
ro. Preſumptuous negative, a ſentence of im- 4 
aith, WWpcſſibility, yea the brand of a contradiction ? s 
en % or what art thou, O man, that thus Bi 
wth replyeſt againſt God? 1 
| But we ſhall view the pride of theſe ſcor- bi 
ect. ers in another light, not by conſidering its i 
ith Meoppoſing it {elf to the direct authority of God, 1 
aich gives it an air of phrenſy rather than of 4 
h of on; but likewiſe its oppoſing it ſelf to 4 
yo be joint and uninterrupted ſubmiſſion, con- i 
1111" Went and atteſtation of all the antient and mo- 1 
ud dem fathers and biſhops of the Church, who 0 
yea, haye explained it by their interpretations, de- i 
doe ended it by their apologies, ratified it by their ſ 
ro. authority, and ſealed it by their martyrdom. 0 
din Now among the adverſaries there are fore 4 
uch, pound of ſo much manners, or of ſo little cou- 1 
hee as not to reject the whole of chriſtianity; | | 


but yet if they conſent to the wholſom words 
which Chriſt ſpake, they will make him to 
ſpeak as it pleaſeth them; Chriſt may ſpeak, 
but they will interpret. The interpretations 
B 3 of 


bg 


of fathers, the uſages, worſhip, and decrees 


Pride and Ignorance the 


of the primitive church, that ſtrong witneß 
of antiquity, weigh nothing with the man of 
FREE THoUGHT. Againſt all ſuch he pro. 
reſts in the fame words, tho' with far unequal 


Put 
reaſon, as St. Paul did againſt rhe gloſſes ad i th 
traditions of the Tewiſh doors; declaring more 
that after the way, which they call hereſy, thoſe 
fo worſhip I the God of my fathers. that 

The haughtineſs of this temper, ſo com. (tho 
mon in the courts of religion, Cannot be het. upon 
rer expoſed, than if feared in any civil judi this 
cature. For in all theſe, from the inferior WWof th 
court up to the moſt honourable ſenate, there Nan 
is a recourſe had and a ſubmiſſion made to WM: 
precedents, to the rules and deciſions of pre. ad 
deceſſors. In theſe none was ever found ſo WM al 
wiſe in his own conceit, or ſo unwiſe in his tie 
attempt, as to ſer up his ſingle opinion againlt Nor u 
the united judgments of all that went befor rang 
him, or even all that fate with him. Into man 
theſe aſſemblies ſcepticiſm or even ſingularity 2 
dares not enter, as knowing, that it woud b, 
immediately, by the oyer-ruling of prece- in u 
dents, or plurality of voices, be hiſſcd out 
of its place. No: Among the judgment: ſcats Non v 
that rule the affairs and controverſies of men, 1 
there. was never tolerated the ſeat of the T 

for ner. Now that * which is intole- of! 


rable 


Ground of Errors, &C. 

ble in the councils of men, tis hard, that 
nen ſhould think leſs ſo, when it intrudes 
into the /anhedrim, to diſturb the church of 
the living God. 

But be that as it will; ceabrick he, who 
Int this diſtance of time ſhall pretend to ſee 
more clearly into the fenſe of ſcripture, than 


0 thoſe primitive writers, that ſtood ſo near 
hat great light, which in the firſt century 
om. (thoſe days of inſpiration) ſhone round about 
bet. upon the church; he, who ſhall pretend in 
adi. this obſcure age to know what is the mind 
jour of the Spirit delivered by the apoſtles, better 
\cre chan their contemporaries or immediate ſuc- 
10 eeſors, who were ordained by their hands, 
1 and inſtructed from their mouths; he, who 
% ſhall bid defiance not only to any one of the 
bis WW nticnt fathers, thoſe celebrated champions 
int Noe the truth, but to them all together even 
tore [ranged as it were in battel, a noble army of 
Into martyrs ; is not he proud? Zea proud and 
aun laighly, ſeorner is his name, who thus deal. 


eh in proud wrath, or as it is in the margin, 
lin the wrath of pride, of ſpiritual pride. 


cut But as is his pride, ſo is his ignorance, up. 
[cats on Which it is grounded: For, | * 
1 2%, He knoweth nothing. 

te This is true in regard, A, To the extent 
tole. Mor his l as to What he knows. 
rable B 4 2 d, 
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2% As to the manner of his Knowledge: 
For he knoweth nothing, as he ourht ty 
know. 

i, As to the extent of his knowledge ho 
may be faid to know nothing ; and that all 
two ways. 1*, In reſpect to the genen 
knowledge of all things. 2%, To the actual 

mung of other men. 
| { Then the proud and haughty fond 
knows nothing in reſpect to the general knoy. 
ledge of all things. 

Now one chief branch of mans knowledge 
is founded on the remembrance of things oſt 
contained in hiſtory, which in its perfection 
reaches back but to a few thouſands of year 
And in this table of antiquity there are mary 
large blanks either omitted by neglect, or et 
faced by time, or deyoured by the overtloy- 
ings of barbariſm. So that upon theſe and 
other accounts it may be affirmed, that the 
things recorded in hiſtory bear no proportion 
to thoſe, that are forgotten. Beſides had man 
a complete regiſter of all things that were 
ever done or happen'd under the ſun, yet 


alas! what is this knowledge compared to the | 


knowledge of all things before the ſun was“ 
Yea, what is all antiquity to eternity ? 
But then as to the knowledge of ſuturities 


of things * are to come, there is a bar ſer, 
a Cut- 


hic 
exten 
ber, t 
7 to 
110 
of hi 
A. 
in tl 


{more 
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; curtain drawn, between this day and even 
the morrow. Man is ignorant, not only, what 
all be, but whether he himſelf ſhall be, on 
the morrow. His preſcience is but conjecture, 


% Nad his beſt foreſight is built upon probabili- 
cal ies But knowledge in general takes in both 
vl MWthings paſt, all the affairs of nations, all the 


tions of men, and alſo things to come, 


ner Which (for ought we know) may be more 
1. WWextended in time and manifold in the num- 
her, than thoſe that are paſt. This knowledge 
(xx t excellent for man; he cannot attain 
aſt un it, being to be found only in the mind 
ion of him, who was, and is, and is to come. 
rs. And as man may be ſaid to know nothing 
oy i che hiſtory of time, ſo may he ſtill with 


more propriety in the hiſtory of nature. For 


of the ſciences, thoſe glorious teſtimonies of 
the underſtanding of man; yet ask the great- 
ell ſage, that ſhines ar this day in the ſchools 


the extent of his knowledge , the things 
Known are nothing in compariſon to the 


eren in theſe things, the works of nature, 
be knoweth nothing, as he ought to know. 


do then from this ſhort ſurvey of mans know- 
ledge, 


votwithſtanding the number and enlargement 


of learning, and he will confeſs, that as to 


things that are yet undiſcovered: And as to 
the perfection of this his knowledge, that 


10 Pride and Isnorance the 


ledge, it appears narrow, dark, and 1, f 

were, negative. Many things in the hiſto; 

of times are forgotten and obliterated; M.. 

ny in the hiſtory of nature lie folded up, un. 
known and unthought of. And what is thi 

view of mans knowledge, thus made up of 
defects, when compared to the perfect com. 
prehenſion of all things? Or to ſpeak more 
properly, what is ignorance to omniſcience! 

But to come nearer to the point, the knoy. 

ledge of the ſcriptures, thoſe wholſom words, 

from which the proud ſceptick diſſents, and 

over which he triumphs, herein he may i! 

with the greateſt propriety be {aid to (no: 

1 Tim, g. nothing. For without©eontroverſy great i; 
the myſtery of godlineſs, fully known to none 
bat to the Spirit of trath, the enditer of it; 
nor in part but to thoſe, to whom he ſhall 
reveal it. The ſcripture is called, and it is 
juſtly ſo called, an inexhauſtible mine of my- 
ſterious truths ; and thoſe holy labourers, who 
have digged deepeſt into it as for hid tres 
fares, who furniſhed with languages and all 
other preparatory ſorts of learning, have ſpent 
their days in ſearching into it, in looking 
backwards and forwards, and thro” all the 
parts thereof; theſe being aſſured of the cer. 
tainty, and aſtoniſhed at the harmony of 
what they ſec, are wrapt up in faith and ade. 
| ration 


Ground of Errors, &c. 


ation at thoſe things, they comprehend 


þ . . ; 
ory not: Being ſatisfied, that as 20 mam can ſee 
. 6 fo neither can he view theſe truths, and. 


live. 


Whend the whole myſtery of redemption, at 


. laſt in this life, I ſhall only make this re- 
ore bection on theſe great pretenders to reaſon, 
e that no man can upon any principles of it 
We: whatſoever be a rational infidel, or by any 
& WH ogick juſtify! bis denial of chriſtianity. In- 
ang ed a man, who ſeeth only in part, may be 
tional believer; he may rationally con- 
0:2 ent to the whole of revelation, grounding 
%s faith in the reſt upon the word of God, 
ne or whom reaſon it felf aſſures him, tis im- 
it; poſſible to lye. But he, that knoweth but 
bal in part, cannot be a rational unbeliever. He 
ß; cannot without a full comprehenſion of the 
. bole, deny the whole; which yet 'tis re- 
rho WW mrkable, is the conſtant method of unbe- 
6. bevers. Whenever their faith ſtaggers at any 
all bar of ſcripture as an hard ſaying, it ſtops 
cnt bot there, but without farther examinations 
ing proceeds to give judgment againſt the whole 
the s falſhood or contradiction. This is ſo 
cer- ¶ quſt a proceeding, fo falſe a reaſoning, that 
of s ſtrength of logick can bear them out in, 


nor all its ſubtlety bring them off. Where- 


fore 


from this incapacity of man to compre- 
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fore we conclude, chat what was faid of pride 


may be faid of its offspring, infidelity ; thy 


it was not made for man. 

But as the knowledge of theſe men, whey 
compared to the extent of knowledge in ge. 
neral is nothing, yea leſs than nothing ang 
vanity ; lo, 

2%, It is found generally far inferior to 
that of other men. 

Now this being a matter of fact, to the 
proof of it I might bring forth a liſt of thoſe 
antient worthies, who fought the caule of 
chriſtianity, avenging the quarrel of the 


Lord's covenant. Many were the ſcoffers in 


the firſt ages of the church, and thoſe far 
more ſuperior in learning than in number to 
the modern. So that in reſpect of thoſe lear. 
ned and mighty warriors upon the faith, it 
might be ſaid, that there were gyants in 
thoſe days. And yet were they all vanquiſh- 
ed by the ſervants of the living God, the pri 
mitive fathers, whole defences, and apolo- 
gies, thoſe monuments and trophics of their 


learning, are with us to this day : Whereas 


on the ſide of hereſy not one victory is found, 
not one triumph upon record. An inſtance 
to the world, that the champions for infide- 
lity have been generally of the ſame mould 
and might with thoſe in the apoſtles days, 
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Ground of Errors, &c. 
that they are prond boaſters, ſpeaking great 
felling words, that is, big in defiance, bur 
failing in execution. 

'Tis an obſervation in philoſophy, that a 
ſhallow inſight into nature, when pretending 
too far, corrupts into atheiſm : And 'twill be 


found as true in divinity, that a ſuperficial 


knowledge, when aſpiring too high, degene- 
rates into ſcepticiſm. This is apparent, that 
theſe men conſtantly paſs by with ſcorn that 
(preliminary learning, both of the ſchool- men 
and the fathers, as dry and voluminous; 
which men, that wear the character of lear- 
ned, paſs thro* with regard and application. 
As to the learning of the ſchools, once the 
great, too great admiration of the world, as 
it is now its great, too great neglect ; theſe 


in the Apoſtle's phraſe as mere doting about 


ſueſtions and ſtrife of words. Now in fa- 
vour of this learning I crave leave to make 
| this ſhort obſervation, that all its prodigious 
F lubtlery , though reigning ſo many hundred 


years, and in ſo many nations; and more- 
oyer, though of ſo diſputing a genius, yet was 


men wholly tread it under foot, comparing it 
to cobyebs, the work of ſpiders, of great ſub- 
tlety, but little ſubſtance, of no ſervice in life 
but of diſſervice in religion, condemning it 
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neyer once the parent of hereſy; fo that if 
its 
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its curious productions were cobwebs, yet jg 
nature was not venemous: Whereas che Clear 
reaſoning of our free- thinkers dilentagled, 2 
they boaſt, from all ſubtlety andſtrife of word 
brings forth hereticks day by day. Where@e 
to ule the propher's compariſon, if thoſe lean. 
ed men did (as by theſe {corners they are ac: 
cuſed) weave the ſpiders. web, on theſe ther 
accuſers it may be retorted that they hatch 
»Cockatrice eggs ; and if one of them be cu. 
ed we ſhall find it ara; break forth into q 
Viper. | 
But then as to the writings: of the father, 
whoſe webs (to carry on the prophet's alluſ- 
on) are become garments, a ſubſtantial and 
well-wrought covering and ornament to the 
ſpouſe of Chriſt, theſe celebrated works, which iſ 
they cannot call works of vanity, they attack Nice 
as works of iniquity. For they ſearch not in- Nut 
to the excellency of their ſubſtance, which in en, 
many parts is of wrought gold, but only into if mal 
the borders, if they can eſpy therein a corrupt MM 
reading, a ſpot or wrinckle, or any ſi) ber 
thing. A few of theſe defects, if dropt there, cu 
thro' imperfection, from which no writing of (cer 
man is exempt; or what is moſt frequent if lun 
made thro' miſconſtruction, from which not Net 
the writing of God himfelf is ſecured , wk WM - 


hall embolden them to condemn all choſe glo- {vc 
I 10u$ 


— - 
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ious author's in the lump, to paſs ſentence upon 


b 1 em as impoſtors, as decerving and being de- 
_ T1 Thus a ſet of invectives, a quiver fil- 
orca with theſe arrows, even bitter words againſt 
rechen theſe holy and learned writers, is that ordina- 


Wy furniture of learning, the chief armour of 
ll the ſcoffers, which make war upon the chri- 
tian religion. 

But farther, as theſe men appear not a lit- 
le ignorant in the art of war by thus attack- 


hatch 


h. 


%ig. and that with ſo ſmall force the catholick 
church, whoſe Foundations are upon the holy 
ther, a, and whole towers are armed with fo 
all-. any watchmen, an enterprize without pro- 
ad orion or probability; ſo do they appear not 


0 the 


Is unskilful builders in erecting ſchemes for 


vhich N tdemſelves, and that not only by the general 
tack iacoherence and deformity of their building, 
ot in- ut often by the narrownels of their foundati- 
ich in en, ridiculous as well as unſound. For what 


y into I maſterly architects muſt they be accounted, 
rrupt ¶ x ho attempt to raiſe. a magnificent ſcheme of 
ach I ereſy upon a fingle word, a vaſt ſuperſtru- 


there, eure balanced upon a point? What preten- 


(ders are theſe who thus, as it were, by a pre- 


vere, hang their world upon nothing ? 

Truly if we look not upon their works, but 
tte very frame and compoſition of their tem- 
"AY pers, 


ſumptuous imitation of the builder of the uni- 


15 
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pers, we ſhall find in all men, that have (4, 
tical inclinations, an inborn meafineſs and li. 
tleneſs of ſoul, that renders them incapable 
any large and noble views, of any thing thy 
is great in knowledge as well as in virtue, Fg 
tis in one as in the other, ſec we not ſone 
whoſe whole ambition it is to make a fgur 
in vice, to be marked out for a courſe of de. 
bauchery, in it ſelf vile, ſenſeleſs, and ni. 
chievous ? So there are men that are proud to 
become conſiderable for the extravagance of 
their opinions, as the other of their actions; 
to be originals in wickednels of principles 
as the other of practice; and that are not 
indeed capable of being known, but by beig 
thus contrary to all men. Now in both thek 
kinds of men there is, I ſay, an original lit 
tleneſs, meanneſs, and narrownels of capaci- 
ty. For we always find in a truly great and 
generous mind, a mind indued with noble in. 
ſtincts and paſſions, that it aſpires to be di. 
ſtinguiſhed in that, which is excellent; to 
aſcend above, nor to divide from, mankind; 
and thinks it a greater honour to be a fol- 
lower in the train of truth, and to wear the 
livery of virtue, than to be the moſt illuſtit 
ous, that is, the moſt infamous leader in It 
religion. That noble declaration of Ning Dir 
vid, which he proclaimed to all 1/ratt, mf 
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17 
cp without a bluſh be profeſſed by all ordets of 
Clit briſtians : 1 had rather be a door - keeper 
le of u the houſe of my God, than to dwell, yea 
* than to preſide, in the tents of ungodlineſs. 
Fer dor as theſe men may be juſtly termed ig- 
ſone Potant, with regard to the extent of their 
oc do wledge and capacity, which are both ge- 
f de- erally narrow, far diſproportioned to their 
nil -crcnſions ; as they may be ſaid ro know no- 
ud to king in compariſon of what they affect to 
e of ow, and of what others really do know; 
os; WW likewiſe may they, 
pies, 2%, With reſpect to the manner of their 
"0 owledge, becauſe they know nothing, as F 
hs hey ought to know. 
thele Neither will we now inſiſt on their error 
it y ſeiting out, that they come furniſhed neither 
Pa h the qualifications required by God, ho- 
des of life , and humility of ſoul, and the 
e in Ike; neither with thoſe aids of human learn- 
e d. g required by man; without either of which, 
* 0 ch more then of both, Men may labour 
ind; WW: the ſcriptures night and day, e ever learn- 
3 g, but never able to come to the knowledge 1 rim 2. 4. 
r the 


f the truth; we will not, I fay, now com- 
lain ſo much, that in the ſearch of divine 
uths they omit the proper means, as that 
bey propoſe quite a wrong end. For when 
bey ſhall propoſe to come at clear ideas in 


ure matters of belief, and to have juſt con- 
=. ceptions 
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ceptions of things, which they themſelves cnihicſe 
incomprehenſible; when they ſhall confomd ad p 
ſcience with faith, by arguing from one frets, 
the other, ſo contrary to the definitions fienſur 
each; in a word, when in purſuit of diſtin o&ccalu 
notions, they ſhall confound firſt principles Wiſþcthi 
when this inconfiſtency and contradiction al rs, 
fo apparently be found in men's reaſoning; bod 
doth it not argue, if not an ignorant, yet A ue 
inverted brain? May not Feſtus's ref edu tb 
on Paul be juſtly applied to theſe, h be 
they are beſides themſelues? And it the 
have the reputation of much learning, that [ 
this hath made them mad? A common ad o ti 
{ſeemingly natural judgment upon the intele ide 
tual pride of the wiſe, the tribe, aud ee 
great diſputers of this world. For upon ther: 
voluptuous and libertines we fee no ſuch iI 
tation; perpetual exceſs, indeed, often ven h 
down the ſtrongeſt parts, and clouds the big. ſo Þ 
eſt underſtanding, ſo as to ſink men almoſt inen 
to the level and clan of brutes. Whercas Met 
ſcoffers, thoſe libertines in thinking, pride and 
ill principles naturally ferment, hear, and in 
flame their underſtandings, fo as to blow them cov. 
into a wild conceitedneſs, that they are an. 
gods, knowing good and evil. IS 0 
But the truth is, what they do know, dl Cip1 
deſire to know, is only evil: For beſides ta vit 


natural meanneſs and inferiority of parts ha 
| thele 


J -& 
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ſe men, there is alſo a judicial wickedneſs 
nd perverſeneſs of heart; which neyer inter- 


brets, but to wreſt; never obſerves, but to 
benſure: Whoſe common: place - book, that 


0 


es call 
found 
NC tg 


INS 0 
iſtinoM&ccafury of their obſervations upon authors, is 
iples oching but a digeſt, or rather medley of er- 


ors, flips, and miſconſtructions. The me- 
thod of theſe fiſhers, whether out of the ſcri- 


1 {hall 


Ningy, 
et aul rares, fathers, or councils, being contrary 
ecton che kingdom of heaven; for theſe gather 


thar 
the 
„ that 
m ang 
Itelle 
1d thi 
n the 
h viſt 
Wears 
right] 
oft in. 


he bad only into veſſels, but caſt the good 

WAY. 

Let us now endeavour to apply a remedy 

to this evil ſpirit of ſcepticiſm and unbelief, in 

order whereto I ſhall beg leave to recommend 

theſe conſiderations. And 1*, Let us conſi- 

Per and weigh the e xtream danger of it. 
| Tho' ſuperiority of underſtanding is gene- 
Þally thought to afford the faireſt pretenſions 

to pride, more than all the other accompliſh- 

ments of nature, or endowments of fortune, 


cas Met it is the moſt fatal of them all; becauſe as 
lc ani" pride, like all other forts of it, goes before Prov. 16. 
nd inet, fo that fall is always great, ſeldom re- 5 


/ the ( 
are 1 


coyerable. For it is not a fall from the right 
hand of power into poverty and diſgrace, it 
$ not a falling headlong from that ſteep pre- 
cipice of ambition to be toſſed down below 
With ſcorn among the noi ſe of the waves and 
madneſs of the people ; no, it is a falling in- 
| C's finite» 
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reſembles rather the fall of Lucifer from hei. 
ven, who found no redemption. And if we te. 


cepted but prophane Eſau found no repen. 


_ riotous living, without turning allo, like the 


let them ſhew me what pleaſure there can be 


cule of the ſcriptures 2 What humour or be. 
liſh is there in expoſing the great redcemer as 


finitely worſe, it is a falling into apoſtaſy, which 


view the fates of all thoſe, who ſince the begin: 
ning of the church have ſtood upon thelongaud 
black roll of apoſtaſy, which of them ever re. 
canted ? Not that the door of mercy is barred 
againſt the repentance even of ſuch, or not to 
be found by all living fleſh ; but alas! how hal 
it be found unleſs they ſeek? And how ſhal 
they ſeek unleſs they believe? 
And here ſeeing the prodigal ſon was ac. 


tance, we cannot but complain that fo many 
of the ſons of men are not content to go on, 
like the former, in an undiſturbed courſe of 


latter, {coffers and infidels; thus foolilhly ad- 
ding to the vices of practice thoſe more horrid 
and unprofitable ones of ſpeculation. As forli 
bertiniſm, which is but practical atheiſm, this 
verily in this life has ſome reward; but as for 
infidelity, which alſo is but ſpeculative atheilm, 
this is a profeſſion irkſom and dry, without 
any tincture or ingredient of pleaſure. For 


in blaſpheming, in talking againſt the n b 
high? What one ſenſe is gratified in the ridi- Mis p 
mo 


5 a de- 
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 Jeceiver, his miracles as forgery, and his re- 
gion as impoſture? What ornament to their 
| caſts, what entertainment to their friends can 
De added by the table-ralk of thoſe mercenary 
Den; who are witty upon religion for ſub- 
ſltence, and are literal imitators of Eſau, for 
4 morſelof bread ſelizng their immortal birth. 


right £ 


which 
hes. 
Ve fe. 
Yepin: 
and 
er re- 
arred 
10t to 
' ſhall 
ſhall Fions of providence ; theſe, if any, may have 
me ſeeming temptations to be infidels. The 
hungry and naked, which lye at the gates 
rithout food Or covering, whilſt they behold 
Within the great deſpiſers of heaven, cloathed 
pn fue linen, and faring ſuinptuonſly every 


8 40 
epen⸗ 
many 
) On, 


e of); theſe may with more ſhow argue, is 
e be here a God that judgeth in the earth? But 
y ad- or the rich and the mighty, who have thou- 


ands of demonſtrations for the being of a God, 
and ten thouſand for his goodneſs and mercy, 


orrid 
for li- 
this 


1s for chemſelves are fo undeſervedly proſperous, fo 
eim, Nundeſervedly exalted; let not theſe be infidels, 
hour iafdelity wholly misbecomes them. If, as 


For ve ſhewed, it was not made for mau, molt 
0 be WMalluedly it was never made for theſe men. 

but 20, Let them conſider, that as this pride 
ridi- Nis moſt dreadful in its puniſhment, ſo is it 
re. noſt irrational in its propoſal. For it muſt 


er 48 BEES: pro- 
4 de- 


As for the poor of the earth, who not on- 
ly ſee but groan under the unequal diſpenſa- 


and not the leaſt againſt either; but that they 
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propoſe one of theſe two things, cither quitg 
to raze the foundations of the Chriſtian rel 
gion, ſo as to deſtroy it from off the canh, 
or elſe to change its form, fo as to caſt it in. 
to a better mould, a more rational ſyſtem 
Now as to its form, this is declared unchange. 


able; and ſhould not only men of like 00 


rance with our ſelves, but ſhould an angel de. 
ſcend from heaven, 70 preach any other, he 
and his attempt would be accurſed. And to 
its foundations, theſe two are immoycable; 
and ſhould not only men of like impotence 
with our ſelves, but ſhould all the powers 
from hell ariſe againſt it, neither ſhould they 
prevail. And how ſenſeleſs a thing is it then fi 
any ſingle perſon to perſecute Chriſt, andlite 
infatuated Paul, to kick againſt the pricls? 
One may reaſonably judge, that the utmoſt 
view of ſuch an one is only this, by the extra 


vagance of his attempt to raiſe to himſelf an] 


everlaſting name. But granting the ſucces, 
and that a man might become as famous 4s 
Arins of old. or Socinus in theſe latter days; 
yet what is this laſting fame bur a monument 
of infamy 2 What is ĩt but a brand in hiſtory, 
a curſe upon record? To be enrolled indeet 
among the champions of truth, and to hare 
one's name and acts a perpetual theme 0 
raiſe throughout the church, ſo that 4 gt. 
ee ſhall cal. one bleſſed ; this is true 
renown, 


( 
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e 

que enown, truly great, and worthy of the great- 
nr imong men. How illuſtrious is the table 
earth or cheſe when fer over. againſt the regiſter of in- 
it in Mets? Thoſe compoſe a catalogue of mar- 
yſten yr, theſe, as it were, a kalendar of male- 
ance factors ; the former are bleſſed, the latter are 
igno. pondemned for evermore. 

el ce. Since then this pride is ſo vain in its pro- 
„de pos, ſo dreadful in its puniſhment, and 
125 t vichal fo very infections in its nature: Let 
cable; each of us take heed to watch over our own 
tene buls, not only to guard them from without, 
owersMWfrom this pe/fzlence that now walketh at 100 
| they Way ; but from that radical pride, that feed of 
cn belief lurking in the heart; which like that 
de or faith, tho' a ſmall feed, may thro” neglect, 
"cs grow up into a great tree: For the extirpati- 
toon and killing whereof, next to prayer and 
ext bumility, thoſe remedies of the goſpel, I ſhall 
elt u recommend only this one conſideration, name- 
ccels chat our underſtandings are created, that 
us 25 they are made of ſuch a ſize and comprehenſion, 
Cays ad that they have their fixed bounds, and as it 
ment were a certain horizon, round which they 
(tory, ca view, and no farther. For inſtance, when 
ndcedi ve would meditate upon what we call eterni- 
beg e, which yet is far leſs aſtoniſhing than the 
ne og myſteries of revelation, the deep things of 
He od; and when in order thereto ſtanding up- 


te on the two bounds of time, the creation and 
10 1,0 e 4 diſſo- 
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diſſolution of the world, we look backwards 
or forwards into that great abyſs, that infinite 
ocean, that reaches from everlaſting to ert. 
laſting, we are utterly loſt and ſwallowed up, 
and are compelled, like the Dove ent off in 
the flood, to return to the ark; that is, tg 
retire to faith, contenting our ſelves with this 
truth; that he who znhabits eternity, has 
bounded man's underſtanding as well as his 
days; and that as it was impoſſible for hin 
to give an infinite knowledge to the work 
of his hands, even angels and arch. angels, f 
it was infinitely gracious that he gave fucha 
knowledge unto man, that herein he is made 
but little lower than the angels. And for 
man to remonſtrate againſt the eſſential limits 
of his underſtanding , is in terms the lame, 
bam a as for the thing formed to ſay to him that 
formed it, why haſt thou made me thus? 
And now, my brethren, that are of the 
houle of Aaron, the few moments of time 
that remain, it behoves me to apply tbe 
word of exhortation to our ſelves. We know, 
that we have bound our ſelves, before we 
were ordained to be preachers, to teach thoſe 
things that are contained in the articles, l. 
miltes, and /iturgy, of our church, or what 
is agreeable to the ſame, acknowledging tbeſe 


to be agrecable to the word of God. Thee fil 


things we ſubſcribed to with our own hands: WF 
Thele 


e Ground of Errors, &c. 25 
Lyfe things we promiſed with our own i 
mouths. If any of our order complain of this 
8 a reſtraint upon their native liberty, that ö 
they are hereby bound down from thinking 9 
and writing with the freedom of other men, | 


Wards 
finite 
Ter. 


d up, 


off in 

is, to det them complain of their own choice : for J 
h this MW before they were admitted to this honour, of 4 
„bee which they ſeem unworthy, was it not in — 
15 his AW their! oe power ? But let them not com- 8 
im Wa plain: it is ſtill in their own power. If they 1 


work 
1s, to 
uch 4 
made 
d for 
limits 
lame, 
- that 
1 

f the 
time 
7 the 
(now, 
re we 
thoſe 


can get free from the reſtraints of their own 1 

conſcience, the church retains them not, 

needs them not: ler them quit her ſervice, i 

| and depart. | — 
But ſurely, my brethren, we ought to look ; 

upon theſe additional tyes upon the clergy 

with another view, as a great guard and an 

happy preſervative to our ſouls. For tho' the 

| eccleſiaſtical laws, as all other, be not in the 

firſt intention made for a righteous man, but rTim.1.9. 4 
fir the lawleſs and diſobedient ; yet they = 

tend greatly to the ſecurity of the righteous. 

For if we look inwards upon our ſelves, we 2 

| muſt be conſcious, that whatever our treaſure 

be, whateyer our abilities to teach, we have 


4108 : 


Thele 


mult obſerye with grief, that they have chief. ö 
„ 


6, 0%. all but in an earthen veſſel, ſubject to errors 2 Cor.4. 7. l 
what WW and frailties even as others. And if we look ö 
tbele WF outwards upon the examples of heretical and k 
Theſe WW falſe teachers, either antient or modern, we 4 
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ly ariſen out of our own tribe: a conſiders, 
tion ſufficient to warn and to humble all fle( 
before God, but s above all. Are then theſe 
hands bound down by ſubſcriptious? I thank 
God, that they are thus bound: neither would 
I, were it put to my choice to be looſed from 
theſe ſacred indentures, and to ſerve at the 
altar without covenants, to preach without 
limitations, would I accept the offer. No; 
theſe tyes, which the church hath put upon 
us at our entrance into her honourable ſer- 
vice, are not as chains caſt upon ſlaves, bur 
thele bands are the bands of love ; the de. 


ſigned them for our ſecurity, as well as her 


own: and as ſuch ſhould we embrace them, 
and wear them with thankfulneſs all the Uays 
of our miniſtry. 

However as to our liberty i in preaching, 1 
ſpeak with regard only to the ſubjects of it, 
beg leave to put you in remembrance of two 
ng: 

That we beware of that caution, which 
5 of late years been ſo dinned into the cars 


of the clergy, that they would do well to 


let alone the doctrinal and myſterious points 
of religion, as nice, uſeleſs, and oftentimes 
contentious ſpeculations; and inſtead thereof 
to preach to the people only good plan 
practical morality, upon good moral prit- 
ciples levelled to their capacities; ſuch as the 

Practice 


oInts 
imces 
ereof 
plain 
prin- 
s the 
Ctice 
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bh actice of ſobriety, temperance and juſtice, 


ard the other moral virtues, enforcing each 


fom the reaſonableneſs and nature of things 
and their natural conſequences. Theſe things, 
ay they, ſhould we preach, as good and pro- 
fitable unto men; but the high and abſtruſer 
points of our creeds and articles we ſhould 
avoid, as knowing that they do gender ſtrife, 


W 14tber than godly edifying. 


But ſhonld theſe things, to be treated of 


in the method preſcribed, be the only ſub- 
| jects of our preaching, the very heathen 


would far out-preach us. Plato and Plutarch 


| among the Greeks, and Cicero and Seneca 
| among the Romans, have from the topicks of 
natural reaſon enforced theſe duties or offices 
to much greater advantage, than all the fa- 
| thers of the Greek and Latin church ever 
| did, or affected ro do. For they in ſpeaking 
of them went upon other principles, upon 
| arguments drawn from the glorious goſpel of 


Chriſt : which indeed do ennoble and exalt 


al moral virtues, breathing into them a living 


ſpirit, a quickning energy; ſuch as enables 


| the preachers of them to out- write, as well 
as outlive, the moſt eloquent and exemplary 
among the heathen. 


Beſides the preaching up of a good moral 


| life barely upon moral principles, belongs 
| equally and in common to every {ect of reli- 


| gion 
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gion under heaven. Can this then be urged 


as the proper buſineſs, the characteriſtick, 
the excellency of a preacher of the goſpel ? 


1 ſhould think it a very ſmall excellency fot 


a miniſter of Chriſt, ſhould he preach ten 
thouſand good moral diſcourſes in a church. 
if the very ſame might as well be ſpoken by 


a Few in a /ynagogie, or by a Mahometay in 


a moſque. Let thoſe then, who are. liſted in 
the cauſe of natural religion, whether 4%, 
ſocinianc, or arians, (for they all agree and 
all end in one ;) let theſe give or receive this 
modern direction; let theſe preach, or exhon 
their followers to preach up the excellency, 
or in other terms, the ſufficiency of a moral 
life: and let the antient efhicks taught at 
Athens and Rome, or the modern books of 
natural religion, be their employment in read. 
ing, and quotations in preaching. But we 
are preachers of an higher diſpenſation: the 
{criptures are our ſubject, and the fathers our 
patterns, Nay, we have patterns and guides 
of our own church and nation. Our great 
REFORMERS have in the articles and hom: 
lies ſhewed and preſcribed to us, upon what 
ſubjects chiefly to preach, with what to edi. 
fy the church of God. Theſe ſubjects and 
theic guides let us follow, being aſſured, that 
all preaching, however polite, unleſs groun- 
ded on faith, is vain; as all practice, how. 

evo 
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over exalted, unleſs alſo coming of faith, is 


opel? BR vail Theſe moral virtues, however recom- 
ey for Ml mended by preachers, or practiſed by hear- 
u ten eis, if they ſpring not of faith, our church 
urch, icruples not to declare, that they have in 
en by (them the nature of ſin, rather than any ex- 
an in N cellency before God. 8 
ted in Here then lies the ſtate of this matter. 


| nevertheleſs the only 
words: theſe only can be productive of a 
godly and chriſtian life, ſuch as will be ac- 
cepted with God; and therefore they are de- 
| fined the doctrine which is according to god- 1 Tim 6.3. 
ineſs; as it were, to diſtinguiſh it from the 


practical preaching is doubtleſs moſt to be 
approved, as being moſt for rhe uſe of edi- 
fying. But then it muſt be built on chriſtian 
principles, ſuch as are the articles of the ca- 
tholick faith: otherwiſe it cannot properly 
be either practical or edify ing. And in this 
thing J ſhould chuſe rather to imitate the 
plaineſt orthodox y, than to uſe or to abound 
in excellency of ſpeech: ſo much are 7he 
F wholſom words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to 
be ſtudied more than he enticing words of 
| mans wiſdom ; To much is orthodoxy to be 
preferred to all the oratory in the world. As 
then we all (I truſt) conſent to, ſo let us 
teach the words of our Lord and Maſter, 


which however ſublime and myſterious, are 
wholſom , or ſaving 


preach- 
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preaching of morality on the principles f 
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| natural religion, which cannot produce luch cen 

f an effect. 1 el 
| 2%, The ſecond caution I beg leave con 
11} mention, as to our liberty in preaching, i (peo 
— 14 never to treat of or intermeddle with poli. Milthe 
— 14 rical matters, but only at the times allowed; Nef 
1 and that as well out of an honourable reg Miſty, 
* to our high calling, as the indiſpem able du WI | 
we owe to the RoYaAL injunctions. * 
Indeed did we conſider only the dignity Nof 

of our commiſſion, that we are as really the itho 

ambaſſadors of Chriſt, as any other men are Nb 

of the Kings of the earth; did we conſider Mab 

alſo the divinity of our doCtrines, that they iſ! 

are really the words of Chriſt; furcly there ba 

would be little need of injunctions to prere iv! 

our intruding into a province not our own, is 

becauſe in truth ſo much below our own. Wu 

Did we at all conſider, that we are {ct apt th 

and hallowed, to handle the myſterious truth, Md 

the deep things of revelation, we ſhould not With 

deſign to pollute our hands with what is called ed 

PoLIiTICKS, or to ſtoop to thoſe degrading Hal 

ſecular topicks, more accommodated 7 he ihe 

markets and corners of the ſtreets. I an ſth 

ſick at heart, to behold men ordained preaci- pt 

ers in ſucceſſion to and after the example th 

prophets, apoſtles, and fathers, deſcending With 

to the level and language, I had almoſt laid, te 


ol 


Ground of Errors, &c. 


7 
les of Hof gazetteers and libellers; by this conde- 
e (ach ention rendring themſelves, and in them- 
ſſelves their whole order (a {ad, tho” unjuſt 
we to conſequence) fo little in the eyes of the 
22, is people; by rhis rendring both themſelves and 
| poli- Wtheir brethren, the whole houſe of Levi, ſo 
owed; {deſpited before all the congregation of I/ 
regud reel. 1 
e duty Bur, O thou, holy and eternal Spirit, who 
ſeparating us to the miniſtry didſt rake us out 
licniry of the world, cleanſe our thoughts by thy 
1; the WWholy inſpiration, keeping them out of and 
en are Nabove the world, out of the corruptions and 
»ofider Nabove the policy or wiſdom of the world; 
© they Which in thoſe, whom thou haſt ſanctified by 
there biptiſm, 2s fooliſpne ſe with God; but in us, 
rere hom thou haſt alſo hallowed by ordinarion, 
on, is eren fooliſhneſs with men. But do thou 
on. cum all our thoughts, views, and labours, to 
t apart that great work alone to which we are or- 
truth, deined; do thou apply them to and aſſiſt 
1d not them in rhe diſcharge thereof, namely, the 
called Heditying thy church, and defending her from 
Trading all her enemies round about: for round about 
60 the I ber many there be that are againſt her, and 
I * that always are fo, being againſt her upon 
reach. 


ple of the infidels as chriſtian, the hereticks as ca- 
ending I tholick, the papiſts as proteſtant, ſome pro- 
ſt fed teltants as epiſcopal, all the ſectariſts as na- 

on Lp tional ; 


principle; the atheiſts as barely religious. 
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Pride ſhe Seon & 


tional: ſo that ſhe truly is, as thou haſt ſai] 
and always will be in this. her militant «ys 
here on earth, as 4 beſieged city. But, 0 
bleſſed Lord, as thou haſt ſer ſuperior watch. 
men upon her walls, and the inferior at he 
gates, ſo cauſe them to watch over her by 
night and by day. To this end, as thou hi 


| ſeparated us from the world, ſo unite and knir 


us to one another. Cauſe uniformity d 
doctrine in our preaching, and of dilciplin 
in our acting, to work together for the vo 
and glory of thy church; that ſhe may ng 
always labour under the diſtreſs and dilorder 
of a ſiege, but may come forth in the face d 
her enemies, the enemies of the catholick 
faith, terrible as an army with banners. 

_ Laſtly, unite the people to the clergy, 4 
the clergy to one another; that hence 
we may act, live, and be as one. And vi 
ſhall the people, he houſe of 1/rael f 
confeſs , that thy mercy endureth for ever: 
bur eſpecially the clergy, the houſe of Aar 


hall confeſs, that 2 mercy endur ell 0 fe 


ever. Amen. 


C. 
ſt (aid, 
t eſtate 
zut, 0 
Watch. 
at her 
er by 
ou haf 
nd knit 
Nty 0 
{cipling 
e good 
ay not 
norden 
face of 
wtholick 
ers. 
rey, 4 
iccforth 
And ſo 
el ſhall 
1 ever: 
F Aarin 
'eth fir 
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